A review of the literature on the use of ultrasonography in schistosomiasis with special reference to its use in field studies. 1. Schistosoma haematobium.
This review presents an outline of the pathology resulting from Schistosoma haematobium infections, and the ways in which the lesions can be investigated. The use of ultrasonography is covered in detail. Ultrasonography can provide direct information about lesions in internal organs, and thus provide information about patterns of morbidity and about the regression of pathological changes after treatment. The method has the advantages that it is non-invasive, and is also relatively inexpensive and can be used under field conditions. Ultrasonography has already been used in a number of epidemiological studies in areas where S. haematobium is endemic. The method has proved to be feasible and useful. However, the methodology used for ultrasound studies has varied considerably, so that it is difficult to make valid comparisons between results obtained in different places or at different times. A standardized methodology for making observations and recording the results is needed if the full potential benefit of using ultrasound in the monitoring of schistosomiasis control projects is to be realised. The correlation of results obtained using ultrasound with the results of clinical, parasitological and other observations has been investigated in a number of studies, but many questions remain to be answered.